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ABSTRACT
Homogenization of 3wt% Molybdenum addition in Fe-0.7C alloy in the presence of 2wt% Cu under sinter-forged
condition has been carried out. Samples alloys have been fabricated by sinter-forging route using elemental powders.
Sintering was carried out at 1150oC in N2-10%H2 atmosphere. The sintered samples were immediately forged using
100-ton friction screw forging press at the sintering temperature. Homogenization studies were carried out in two steps,
the preliminary study was carried out on a press-sinter-forged compact while the final study was carried out on
sinter-forged slab prepared by capsule forging. Homogenization temperature was kept at 1250oC (heating rate of
10oC / min) in ﬂowing N2-10%H2 atmosphere for various durations between 1-5 hr. The extent of Mo and Cu dissolution
in the Fe matrix of homogenized samples was ascertained using microstructural characterization under optical microscope,
SEM and EDS analysis. The inﬂuence of initial powder particle size, sintering temperature and homogenization
temperature & duration on homogenization behavior have been discussed in length.
Keywords: Fe-C P/M alloys; Sinter-forging; Molybdenum; Copper; Homogenization; Microstructure.

INTRODUCTION
Homogeneous distribution of the alloying elements is essential while using elemental powders in order to obtain
uniform and consistent properties of P/M products (Danninger, 1987, Torralba et. al., 1992 & Danninger 1987 et. al.
2007). Uniform and faster homogenization can be achieved by formation of liquid phase by melting of alloying element
at the sintering temperature like Fe-Cu-C, Fe-P, W-Ni-Fe, etc. (Das et. al., 2012 & Rathore et. al., 2013) alloys.
Fe-Cu-C (Iron-Copper-Carbon) alloy is widely employed for production of structural parts and automotive applications
(Arbstedt, 1976, German, 1998, Amador et. al., 2003 & Engstrom, 2003). However, with elemental Mo due to its much
higher melting point than that of the matrix (Fe-C) (Engstrom et. al. 2001) and very slow distribution of Mo by solid
state diffusion (Heckel, 1978), liquid phase sintering is not possible. Further, Cu and Mo show a miscibility gap
(Subramanian et. al., 1990). Homogenization of elemental Mo in Fe-C system has been reported by Danninger H. It
has been reported that by interdiffusion of the components transient liquid phase is generated in Fe-Mo-C system at
temperature more than 1200oC between η- carbide and austenite by forming eutectic. Formation of ternary eutectic
(Fe-13Mo-3.7C) mainly contributes to the homogenization of elemental Mo (Danninger, 1988 a) which inﬂuences
on the carbon content, Mo powder particle size, matrix density and sintering temperature (Danninger, 1988 b).
Mo in P/M steels may be added in form of pure elemental, partially or fully prealloyed and diffusion bonded
powders (Danninger, 1992, Bocchini et. al., 2004, Yilmaz et. al., 2007, Huang et. al., 2011, Ghandi et. al., 2016 &
Erden et. al., 2021). Usually, with prealloyed powders excellent homogeneity of alloying elements can be achieved but
these powders have problems of compressibility. However, Mo prealloyed powder does not suffer from compressibility
problem due to high compressibility of Mo. On the other hand, elemental powders provide better compactibility,
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compositional ﬂexibility and they have easy availability with comparatively less cost (Cambronero et. al., 1994). In
addition to type of powder form, initial particle size of the powder and sintering temperature also inﬂuence homogenization
of alloying elements and properties of the P/M alloys (Danninger, 1988, Smith et. al., 1977 & Candela et. al., 2005).
Diffusion bonded powders eliminate segregation problem. Chen et al., 2018 have investigated addition of different
pure Mo powder, prealloyed Mo-Fe powder and mechanically alloyed Mo- Fe powder in Fe-2Cu-0.8C using warm
compacted sintered alloys and reported sintered samples prepared with mechanically alloyed Fe-Mo powders exhibited
better microstructure and mechanical & wear properties (Chen et. al., 2019). Effect of particle size distribution of iron
based pre-alloyed Fe-2Cr-0.2Mo with addition of 0.25%C was investigated by Jung G. Lee et al. using magnetic pulsed
compaction and 7.75 g/cm3 sintered density was achieved (Lee et. al., 2012). Büyükkayacı et al. 2020, reported that
microstructure of Fe-Cu-C P/M alloys and its wear behaviour is greatly inﬂuenced by mechanical alloying time
(Buyukkayacu et. al., 2020). Trivedi S et al., have reported to achieve 98.9% of the theoretical density using hot powder
forging technique of Fe–0.45P and Fe–0.45P–3Cr alloys with elemental powders (Trivedi et. al., 2010). Based on the
literature, an attempt is made to investigate the homogenization behaviour of Ferro Mo powder in the presence of
2wt%Cu and 0.7wt%C in the sinter-forged (high density) condition and inﬂuence of particle size, homogenization
temperature and time thereon in this study.

MATERIALS AND METHOD
In this study, water-atomized elemental iron powder (HoganasTM India- ASC.100.29, 99.9% purity) and
elemental electrolytic Cu powder (HimediaTM India, minimum purity 99.7%) were used while carbon was added in
form of natural graphite. Molybdenum was added in form of ferro-molybdenum powder (KammanTM India). Particle
size distribution of Fe, Cu, Fe-Mo and graphite powders was determined using a particle size analyzer (ANKERSMID
CIS-100 computerized inspection system). The powder morphology was observed under SEM (ZEISS SUPRA 55VPTM)
while the powder phases were determined by X-ray diffraction (XRD) technique using Expert High Score PlusTM
software. Homogenization studies were carried out in two steps; preliminary study was carried out on a press-sinter-forged
compact while the ﬁnal study which was carried out on sinter-forged slab prepared by capsule forging.
Preliminary study (press-sinter-forged compact): For preparing press-sinter-forged compact of Fe-2Cu-0.7C-3
Mo composition the powders were weighed carefully using an electronic balance. The total weight of powders used
for one compact was 100 gm. The mixing of powders was carried out in a planetary mill (Retch PM 400/2 TM) under
dry condition. The ball mill was run at 160 rpm for 15 minutes and powder to ball ratio was used at 1:5. The powder
mix was then pressed uniaxially in a 50T hydraulic press. A 500 MPa compaction pressure was applied to produce a
green compact of 48 X 22 X 17 mm average size using ﬂoating die. The die walls were lubricated with a mixture of
acetone and sodium silicate to ensure easy ejection of the compact and to prevent powder from sticking to its surface.
The green compact was sintered at a temperature of 1120oC in reducing atmosphere of N2-20% H2 for 40 minutes
in a tubular furnace. The sintered compact was immediately hot forged using 100T manually operated Weingarten-type
(make BIRSONTM, Ludhiana, India) screw friction forging press at the sintering temperature (1120oC) followed by
air cooling. The forged compact was homogenized at 1300oC in N2-20% H2 atmosphere for two hours for dissolution
of ferro-molybdenum in the matrix. Density was measured by Archimedes method. Microstructural samples were
prepared from homogenized compact and observed under optical microscope and SEM.
Final study (sinter-forged slab): To facilitate homogenization of ferro-molybdenum powder in ﬁnal homogenization
study modiﬁcations have been incorporated (a) the average particle size of 45 µm of Fe-Mo powder was reduced to
less than 10 µm size, (b) the sintering temperature was increased from 1120oC to 1150oC. The particle reduction of
Fe-Mo powder was carried out by wet milling (in toluene) in a planetary ball mill (Retch PM 400/2 TM) for various
durations between 1- 3 hr at a speed of 200 rpm. The hardened steel balls of bearing grade of different diameters were
used with a charge to ball ratio of 1:10. After every one hour of milling, milled powder sample were collected and were
observed under SEM to measure its particle size Therefore, it was decided to mill Fe-Mo powder to 3 hr to ensure a
particle size of less than 10 µm. According to the composition, individual powders were carefully weighed in an
electronic balance and the powder blend was ﬁrst manually mixed in a mortar pestle for 20 minutes and then in a double
cone mixer for 60 minutes. In this way a powder blend of approximately 1 Kg was prepared which was then ﬁlled
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into a mild steel capsule. Sintering was carried out at a temperature of 1150oC with heating rate of 10oC / min and
holding time of 40 min in a ﬂowing reducing atmosphere of N2-10% H2. The sintered capsules after holding for 40
min at the sintering temperature were quickly transferred to a channel die of dimensions (22 x 7 x 2.5 cm) ﬁtted over
a manually operated forging friction screw press of 100-ton capacity to obtain forged slabs. From the Fe-2Cu-0.7C-3Mo
forged slab rectangular samples were cut at a location near to end caps and homogenized in the same tubular furnace
used for sintering. The tube furnace was ﬁrst evacuated using a rotary pump after which it was ﬁlled with N2-10% H2
gas which was allowed to flow during the homogenization period. Homogenization was carried out at 1250oC
(heating rate of 10oC/ min) for various durations between 1-5 hr. After every one hour of homogenization, samples
were taken out for microstructural characterization to study the homogenization of alloying elements under optical
microscope and SEM.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Powder Characterization
The SEM images exhibiting morphology of copper, iron and ferro-molybdenum powders are shown in Figure 1
(a-c) respectively. SEM images exhibited dendritic morphology of Cu powder (Figure 1(a)) and irregular morphology
for both iron and ferro-molybdenum powders (Figure 1 (b-c)).

Figure 1. SEM micrographs of powders (a) Cu (b) Fe and (c) Fe-Mo (3 hr milled)
Physical properties of various powders used in the present work have been determined and are shown in the Table 1.
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Table 1. Physical properties of various powders used

The X-ray diffraction (XRD) pattern of Cu powder, Fe powder and Fe-Mo powder are shown in Figure 2
(a-c). All peaks corresponding to Cu (FCC) were observed in the diffraction pattern of copper (Figure 2 (a)). Since the
copper was of electrolytic grade it was of high purity did not exhibiting any other oxide or impurity peaks. Further,
copper has less afﬁnity for oxygen and these powders do not readily oxidize at room temperature. The diffraction pattern
of Fe powder also exhibited all peaks corresponding to ferrite (B.C.C). These powders were synthesized by reduction
and do not contain any oxide in the synthesized state. Iron has good afﬁnity for oxygen and the powders are likely to
form the oxide layer over time. But this was not detectable in the XRD as a volume fraction of more than 5-7% is
required for detectability. The ferro-molybdenum (Fe-Mo) powder showed all peaks corresponding to Fe3Mo. As in
the case of Fe powder no oxide peaks were visible in the Fe-Mo powders

Figure 2. XRD pattern of powders (a) Cu, (b) Fe, and (c) Fe-Mo respectively
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The particle size distribution results of different powders used are shown in Figure 3. The average particle size
of Cu powder is indicated to be 14 µm while that of elemental iron powder is to be 45 μm as shown in Figure 3 (a &
b) respectively. It was found that 2 hr milled powder particle size reduced to considerable smaller size (around 15 µm)
compared to its initial size (45 µm). However, some particles bigger than 10 µm were also observed whereas, no particle
of >10 µm size were observed in 3 hr milled powder and the average particle size of 4-8 µm was observed. Similarly,
after 3 hr of milling particle size distribution of ferro-molybdenum indicated as < 10 μm is shown in Figure 3 (c) whereas
the graphite particle size distribution is shown in Figure 3 (d).

Figure 3. Particle size distribution (a) Cu, (b) Fe, (c) Fe-Mo (3 hr milled), and (d) Graphite powders respectively
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HOMOGENIZATION STUDY
Preliminary study- press-sinter-forged compact
In the preliminary study as described earlier 45 µm average particle size of Fe-Mo powder was used and
homogenization was carried out at 1300 oC for two hrs. The resultant microstructures of 3 wt% Mo are shown in the
Figure 4.

Figure 4. (a) Undiffuse /partially diffused Fe-Mo particles in 3wt% Mo Sinter-forged compacts, (b) Diffused Fe-Mo
particles in 3wt% Mo Sinter-forged slab
In the microstructures some partially diffused/undiffused Fe-Mo particles were observed even after 2 hours of
homogenization process at 1300oC (Figure 4 (a)). Though the average particle size of the Fe-Mo powder was 45 μm,
it contained particle of larger and smaller sizes than the average particle size. It is clear that the smaller size particles
(< 45 μm) could diffuse completely in the matrix during 2 hr of homogenization as a Mo gradient was observed in the
microstructures. However, the larger size particles remained partially diffused during homogenization and these were
still visible in the microstructure. But some disintegration of these larger size particles had started which is visible in
the Figure 4. Presence of Fe-Mo particle was conﬁrmed by EDS elemental analysis and the representative SEM image
of Fe-Mo particle with EDS is shown in Figure 5. Figure 4 (a) shows martensitic zone and Mo rich region (white
area) formed around the partially diffused Fe-Mo particle due to diffusion of Mo in Fe-C matrix by formation of
transient liquid phase and solid-state diffusion processes.

Figure 5. SEM image of Fe-Mo particle and corresponding EDS elemental result
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The SEM image of the Fe-Mo-C eutectic formed during homogenization process with EDS results is shown in
Figure 6. Both high density of the matrix and low carbon content, Mo (elemental) distribution by melt penetration in
the matrix pores is inhibited (Danninger, 1988). In the present case as density of compact is 93% and carbon percentage
is also moderate, this might cause limit compositional range of the melt for complete diffusion of Mo in liquid phase
while solid state diffusion of Mo is reported as a very slow process. This may be the reason that incomplete diffusion
of Fe-Mo particles was observed and two hours of homogenization was found to be insufﬁcient with the initial average
particle size of 45 μm of Mo used in this study.

Figure 6. SEM image of ternary eutectic of Fe-Mo-C with EDS result
Final study- sinter-forged slab
Distribution of liquid phase in the Fe-C matrix is also inﬂuenced by the matrix density as well as the initial particle
size of Mo where more homogeneous distribution of Mo is reported with ﬁne powder (Danninger, 1988 b). The unetched
micrograph of as reforged sample i.e. without any homogenization treatment (0 hr) showed some dissolution of Mo
particle in the matrix (Figure 7a). The EDS analysis conﬁrmed that the visible particles are of Fe-Mo powder. The
EDS result along with corresponding SEM image is shown in Figure 7 (b). It is evident from the Figure 7(a) that in
reforged condition now no large Fe-Mo particles were observed as that were observed prominently in the press-sinter
and homogenized compacts as described earlier. However, some Fe-Mo particles in partially diffused state are visible.
This indicates the beneﬁcial effect of reducing initial particle size of Fe-Mo by milling. The SEM image exhibited
some Mo particles (Figure 7(b)) with small ring formation (some dark grey area) around these particles which indicated
the martensitic zone as described earlier. This ring represents Mo gradient in the matrix and indicates that the dissolution
of Mo is in progress.

Figure 7. Fe-Mo particle in reforged condition (a) Optical micrograph and (b) SEM with EDS result
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The distribution of Cu and Mo in reforged condition (0 hr) is better indicated in EDS dot map as shown in Figure 8
respectively. The EDS dot map revealed that diffusion of both Cu and Mo in the matrix has initiated. However, uniform
homogenization of both was not achieved. The Cu concentration was found more at the boundary of the pores whereas
the Mo was observed mainly at the surface of pores.
The status after 2 hours homogenization treatment is depicted in the optical micrograph shown in Figure 9 (a)
where comparatively smaller size Fe-Mo particles were seen. The surrounding martensitic zone around the particles is
visible which is comparatively light in colour and indicates that Mo is dispersing in the matrix and relatively some
uniformity has been achieved in dissolution of Mo after two hours. The corresponding EDS map also supported the
improved distribution of Mo as compared to 0 hr condition.

Figure 8. EDS dot map of Mo and Cu in sinter-forged condition
The distribution of elements after 2 hr homogenization as observed by EDS mapping are shown in Figure 9. The
EDS map exhibited that Cu dispersed along the grain boundary whereas Mo has dispersed in the Fe-C grains. This is
expected because due to greater afﬁnity of C with Mo (Liu et. al. 2001), the dissolved C in Fe reacted with Mo and
formed carbides as described by Danninger, 1988 and that helps in Mo dispersion in the Fe-C matrix. On the other
hand, 2 hr was reported as sufﬁcient time for Cu homogenization in Fe-Cu alloys sintered at 1150oC by Danninger,
1987. However, in present investigation it has observed that Cu homogenization was also affected by presence of both
C and Mo. The already dissolved C in Fe reduced wettability of Cu and restricted Cu penetration in Fe. As a result, Cu
was visible around the grain boundary.
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Figure 9. (a) Optical micrograph (b) SEM image with EDS mapping after 2 hr of homogenization After 4 hr of
homogenization, much improved distribution of both Mo and Cu was achieved. The optical micrograph exhibited
very small Fe-Mo particles and almost negligible gradient around it. The same situation was also exhibited in the
SEM image and EDS map which conﬁrmed that improved distribution of both Mo and Cu has been achieved. Cu
which was mostly located along the grain boundary after 2 hr of homogenization has now uniformly dispersed in the
matrix. After 5 hr of homogenization no Mo particle was visible in the optical micrographs and EDS dot map also
demonstrated uniform distribution of both Mo and Cu as shown in in Figure 10. It indicated that almost complete
homogenization of alloying elements has been achieved.

Figure 10. (a) Optical micrograph (b) SEM image with EDS mapping after 5 hr of homogenization
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CONCLUSION
In the present experimental work demonstrates the homogenization of 3wt% Molybdenum in Fe-0.7C-2Cu
alloy was successfully conducted using elemental powders and critically analyzed. Homogenization of elemental
Fe-Mo inﬂuenced by the initial powder particle size, density level of matrix and presence of Cu. Complete homogenization
of Fe-Mo with particle size < 10 µm could be achieved in 5 hr duration at 1250oC. It was found that using sinter-forging
and reforging route, high density (>98%) Fe-2Cu-0.7C-3Mo could be achieved. The forged alloy exhibited a porosity
level of < 1.27% with pores of diameters less than 3 μm that were isolated and rounded and therefore, may likely to be
used for structural applications.

REFERENCES
Danninger, H. 1987. Secondary porosity in sintered steels and its effects on product quality and consistency. Powder
Metallurgy. 30: 103-109.
Torralba, J M. Combronero, L E G. and Ruiz, J M. 1992. Inﬂuence of the nature of powders on properties and
microstructure of sintered Cu and Ni steels. Powder Metal. Int 4 (24): 226-228.
Danninger, H., Pottschacher, R., Bradac, S., Salak A. and Seyrkammer J. 2007. Comparison of Mn, Cr, and Mo
alloyed sintered steels prepared from elemental powders. Powder Metall 1 (48): 23-32.
Das, J., Sarkar, R., Rao, G A., Sankaranarayana, M., Nandy, T K., and Pabi, S K. 2012. Flow behaviour of a
heat treated tungsten heavy alloy. Mater Sci Eng A 553: 119-127.
Rathore, S S., Salve, M M., and Dabhade, V V. 2013. Powder metallurgical Fe-Cu-C alloys: An overview. Trans
PMAI 39: 6-13.
Arbstedt, P G. 1976. Alloy systems developed for pressing and sintering in the ferrous ﬁeld”, Metal Technology.
Metal Tech: 214-228.
German, R M. 1998. Powder Metallurgy of Iron and Steel, John Wiley & Sons, New York: 286-287.
Amador, D R. and Torralba J M. 2003. Study of PM alloyed steels with Ni–Cu prealloyed powders. J Mater Proc
Tech 143–144: 781-785.
Engstrom, U. 2003. Copper in P/M steels. Int J Powder Metall 39(4): 29-39.
Engstrom U and Berg S. 2001. High density sintered steels for high performance. Key Engineering Metals Key
Engineering Metals, Trans Tech Publications 189-191: 484-495.
Heckel R W. 1978. Diffusional homogenization of compacted blends of powders Powder Metals Processing, Kuhn
H A , Lawley A edition, Academic Press, New York: 51-97.
Subramanian, P R. and Laughlin D E. 1990. The Cu-Mo (Copper-Molybdenum) system. Bull Alloy Phase Diag
11(2): 169-172.
Danninger H. 1988 a. Sintering of Mo alloyed P/M structural steels. Powder Metal Int 20 (4): 7-12.
Danninger H. 1988 b. Inﬂuence of manufacturing parameters on the sintering of Mo alloyed structural steels. Powder
Metal Int 20 (6): 9-13.
Liu, J., German, R M., Cardamone, A., Potter, T., and Semel, F. 2001. Boron enhanced sintering of Iron-Molyb
denum steels Int J Powder Metal 37(5): 39-46.

Sanjay S. Rathore, Mani Kanwar Singh, Tilak C. Joshi and Vikram V. Dabhade

105

Danninger, H. 1992. Sintering of Mo alloyed P/M steels prepared from elemental powders”, Powder Metal. Int 24
(3): 163-168.
Bocchini G. F., Rivolta B., Silva G., Poggio E., Pinasco M. R., Ienco M. G. 2004. Microstructural and mechanical
characterisation of some sinter hardening alloys and comparisons with heat treated PM steels. Powder Metall
47(4): 343-35.
Yilmaz, R., Gokce, A., Kapdibas H. 2007. The effect of ferro-molybdenum addition on microstructure and mechanical
properties of sintered steels. Adv Mater Res 23: 71-74.
Huang, J., Min, S. 2011. Preparation of Fe-Cu-Ni-Mo-C Alloy with High Performance by Powder Metallurgy Warm
Compaction. Adv Mater Res 194-196: 100-103.
Ghandi, A., Rizi, S M., Javadineja, R. H., Ghaheri, A., Zarenezhad, H. 2016. Microstructural Characterization and
Properties of Microalloyed Powder Metallurgy Steels. Adv Engg Forum 17: 7-13.
Erden, A M., Yasar, N., Korkmaz, E. M., Ayvacı, B., Ross, N.S.K., Mia, M. 2021. Investigation of microstructure,
mechanical and machinability properties of Mo-added steel produced by powder metallurgy method. Int J Adv
Manuf Technol https://doi.org/10.1007/s00170-021-07052-z.
Cambronero, L E G., Fernandez, C., Torralba, J M., Prieto, J M R. 1994. Inﬂuence of powders on ﬁnal properties
and microstructure of sintered molybdenum steels. Powder Metall 37: 53-56.
Smith, Y E. Wantanabe, H. 1977. Premixing ferromolybdenum in alloy sintered compacts with the aid of liquid phase.
Modern Develop Powder Metall 9: 277-300.
Candela, N., Velasco, F., Martinez, M A., Torralba J M. 2005. Inﬂuence of microstructure on mechanical properties
of molybdenum alloyed P/M steels. J Mater Process Technol 168: 505–510.
Chen, W., Cheng, J., Chen, P., Zhang, J., Wei, B. 2019. Preparation and Performance of Sintered Fe-2Cu-2Mo-0.8C
Materials Containing Different Forms of Molybdenum Powder. Materials 12: 417-426.
Lee G. J., Lim H.C., Kim S.H., Hong J.S., Kim T. M., Kang C.B., Park K.D., Lee, K. M., Rhee, K.C. 2012. Highly
dense steel components prepared by magnetic pulsed compaction of iron-based powders. Powder Technol 228:
254–257.
Büyükkayacı, E., Şimşek, I., Özyürek, D. 2020. Inﬂuence of mechanical alloying time on microstructure and wear
behaviors of Fe–Cu–C Alloy. Metals Mater Inter https://doi.org/10.1007/s12540-020-00711-y.
Trivedi, S., Mehta, Y., Chandra, K., Mishra S.P. 2010. Effect of chromium on the mechanical properties of powderprocessed Fe–0.45 wt.% P alloys. J Mater Process Technol 210: 85–90.

